Англійська мова
11 клас

Автор:
Литвин Інна Анатоліївна, вчитель англійської мови Кагарлицької ЗОШ  І-ІІІ ст. №2

GOLD RUSH
Level: B1+ 

Objectives:
· to expand students' knowledge about American his​tory and culture;

· to develop students' creative imagination in com​municative activity;

· to improve listening comprehension and oral speech skills based on the country-study        materials;
· to develop students' reading skills (scanning for information);
· to stimulate students' thinking.
Equipment: pictures, laptop, whiteboard, worksheets, cards for vocabulary work, text copies, dictionaries

Procedure:

I. Lead-in

Pre-teaching key-words: fever and rush

Write words fever and rush on the board. Tell the students that each word has a number of meanings. Ask students in pairs to think of different meanings (they can use a dictionary) and find the common meaning of both nouns. 

fever – strong excitement and enthusiasm that affects a lot of people;

rush – a sudden interest among a lot of people in having or doing something.

 Write up Gold fever/Gold rush and elicit suggestions what it means.

Discussion starter: Gold rush
Work in a whole-class mode. Ask the questions randomly around the class. As far as possible, turn it into a conversation. Encourage students to listen to each other – rather than having all interaction going via you.
· Why was everyone hurrying to California 150 years ago?

· Have you seen any films about the gold rush?

· How long did the gold rush last?

· Did everyone get rich?
Introducing the theme: Gold rush
Although there were many gold rushes in world history, the California gold rush was a unique event. Unlike other places, the gold in California was both plentiful and easy to get--at least at first. The result would be profound changes in California, America, and the entire world.
Four hundred thousand men went to California in the decade after gold was found. 
The land route from the East Coast was 2,000 miles, with the danger of dying from thirst in the desert. The sea route around South America took six months and many died from disease and hunger on the way. Ships arriving in California were often abandoned by their crews, who were desperate to get on with searching for gold. 

It's important to note that the gold-seekers, or 49ers as they were called since most left their homes in 1849, were not only American. The California gold rush was a world event, attracting gold-seekers from Mexico, China, Germany, France, Turkey and around the world.

Mining was extremely hard work, the men searching through fifty pans of dirt in a ten-hour day. A single pan could produce as much as a thousand dollars worth of gold, but not many did. Inflation in the gold fields meant that prices were very high - a fifteen-cent tin pan sold for eight dollars, fifteen times its normal price.
A miner who made ten thousand dollars was considered successful and a few made over a million. Miners who found gold often spent all the money they made on the search for more. James Marshall, the first to find gold, later died in poverty.
One of Charlie Chaplin's best-known films, The Gold Rush, was set in an 1849 mining town.
We’re going to find out how it all started. But to be aware of the topic let's revise some words useful for today's lesson.

II. Vocabulary work
Each student is given a card on which the word or its defini​tion is written. The students mingle look​ing for their partners to complete the vocabulary article. Then they read it out loud. This is also the way to choose a partner for the pair-work.
Entrepreneur - someone who starts a company 

Farmer – someone who owns a farm or is in charge of a farm 
49ers: the people who traveled to California in 1849 in search of gold
Law of supply and demand: economic law which states that prices rise when demand is high and supply is low; and thatprices fall when demand is low and supply is high 

Visionary –with clear ideas or hopes about how something should be done or how things will be in the future
Opportunist – someone who uses every opportunity to get things they want, without caring whether their actions are right or wrong 

Businessman – a man who works at a high level in a company or who owns his own company 
Conservative – someone who likes to continue doing things in the way they are already done, rather than making changes 

Mortgage – money you borrow from a bank in order to buy a house 

III. Video Viewing

Pre-watching activities

1   Read the newspaper extract from 1848         

      and complete texts a) and b) using the 

      words in the box 

	a chance     created a sensation 

involved      make a fortune

risk everything     a comfortable job


a) You are wealthy and have an enormous farm in California, employing hundreds of people. One of them has discovered gold on your property, which has (1) __________________. You are passionate about farming and not interested in gold. What are you going to do – ignore the gold rush or get 

       (2) _________________?

b) You have (3) _________________ in your own country, but you know there is no real future in it. You have just read the newspaper story and realise this is your opportunity to (4) ___________________. However the journey to California would be expensive and dangerous. Do you take (5) ____________

and (6) _________________ or do you stay at home?

2   Pair-work

 Discuss with your partner what would you do in each situation.

While you watch 
3.    You are going to watch the story of one person who faced the decisions in  1a) above. Match the names with the pictures. Write the number in the box.
	1 San Francisco    2  Sutter’s Mill    3  A Forty-Niner     4  James Marshall

5  Sutter’s Fort       6   James Polk     7   John Sutter 
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4   Tick (٧) the correct statement.
a) 1 Sutter was a Swedish immigrant.         2 Sutter was a Swiss immigrant.
b) 1 He came to California in 1829.             2 He came to California in 1839.
c) 1 He had 12,000 head of cattle.                2 He had 20,000 head of cattle.
d) 1 He welcomed newcomers to California.
2 He didn't welcome newcomers to California.
e)
1 James Marshall worked for the President.
2 James Marshall worked for Sutter.
f)
1 The discovery of gold was officially announced on December 5, 1848.
2 The discovery of gold was officially announced on September 6, 1848.
g)
1 The name 'Forty-Niners' came from the number of people in the first group.
2 The name 'Forty-Niners' came from the year they started their journey.
h)   1 Sutter thought the discovery of gold would have serious consequences.
2 Sutter had no idea the discovery of gold would have such serious consequences.
i)    1 The Forty-Niners destroyed Sutter's crops and his fort.
2 The Forty-Niners stole Sutter's crops and moved into his fort.

After you watch task

5        Which words would you use to describe:
          a) John Sutter           b) one of the Forty-Niners?


risk-taker     visionary     farmer  opportunist     businessman     dreamer entrepreneur     conservative
6 Work with a partner. 
         Explain the links between the following.
a) John Sutter - a private empire - disillusioned
b) James Marshall - a sawmill - half a pea
c) President James Polk - the gold rush - the 'Forty-Niners'
Example
· John Sutter was a wealthy businessman. He built up a private empire based on agriculture. His empire collapsed when the gold rush brought lots of people to his land. He was disillusioned and moved away.
      7        Watch the story for the second time. Then put the lines of         this summary in the correct order.
a)   a fortune. John Sutter, on whose land gold was discovered, had
\1\ b)   The gold rush is the story of thousands of ordinary people willing to take
 c)    a chance on gold in the hope that they might make
 d)   a statement in Congress declaring that the discovery was a fact, it created
            e)   a sensation, and thousands of adventurers poured into California.
 f)    no idea of the impact gold would have. When President Polk made
IV.  Reading

1 You are going to read the story of one of the first people to make a fortune from the gold rush, Sam Brannan.
During the gold rush Sam Brannan became one of the most successful businessmen in California. He arrived in California in 1846 with a group of  two hundred Mormons who had left New York to escape religious persecution. They had made the journey by sea, and on arrival in San Francisco (then called Yerba Buena) they had trippled the city’s tiny population. 
When gold was discovered in 1848, Sam Brannan owned the only store between San Francisco and the gold fields. Quickly recognising the gap in the market, he bought up all the picks, shovels and pans he could find, and then ran up and down the streets of San Francisco shouting “Gold, gold on the American river!” 
He had no intention to dig for gold! No, he was planning to sell shovels. And having cornered the narket, he ended up with a lot more gold than the person who had to dig for it.

This was a man who keenly understood the laws of supply and demand. A metal pan that sold for 20 cents a few days earlier, was now available from Brannan for 15 dollars! In just nine weeks he made $36,000. He became the first gold rush millionaire within a few years.

By 1856 Brannan was said to have owned one fifth of the entire city of San Francisco and as much of Sacramento. He was said to have been earning between $250,000 and $500,000 per year, an enormous sum for the times. He became a major landholder in the Calistoga area. An affinity for whiskey and a bitter divorce settlement finally led to his financial ruin many years later.

In the end, though,  Sam Brannan lost his fortune and his health, as did many of those who first benefited from the gold rush. Alcoholism finally led to his downfall, and California’s first millionaire died an unnoticed death.
2 Match the beginnings (a-g) with the endings (1-7)
a) During the gold rush Sam Brannan became
b) When gold was discovered in 1848, Sam Brannan owned
c) He recognised the gap in the market and bought up all

d) Having cornered the narket, he ended up

e) He became the first

f) However, he lost his fortune and his health

g) In the end California’s first millionaire

1 died an unnoticed death.

2 one of the most successful businessmen in California.
3 with more gold than the diggers.
4 the only store between San Francisco and the gold fields.
5 because of alcoholism.

6 the picks, shovels and pans he could find.

7 gold rush millionaire
V. Lexis 
1 This table shows the verb+noun collocations from the previous sections. Use the nouns and noun phrases from the box to make more collocations
a) take

 a chance on

b) made

 a fortune

c) had

 no  idea

d) created

 a sensation

money
a risk

an atmosphere
a mess of exams
sense
advantage of the situation
a go at German
a think about it
2 Use two collocations in the sentences of your own

VI  Speaking
· A business risk has just produced excellent profits and you have earned $5 million in the modern-day gold rush in Silicon Valley, California.
Prepare a list of eight things you are going to do with your new-found wealth, including 
· at least one for your own pleasure.

· at least one for a good cause.

· at least one sensible investment. 
Explain your decisions to a partner
VI. Reflection. Gold Rush Test

Test Questions
Who first discovered gold in California?
· James Marshall 
· John Sutter 
· Sam Brannan 
· James Polk 
Where was gold first found?
· American River 
· Sacramento 
· San Francisco 
· Donner Pass
John Sutter earned his living through:
· Agriculture 
· Mining 
· Supplying miners 
· Banking 

The American River, where gold was discovered, is closest to what major city?
· Sacramento 
· San Francisco 
· Oakland 
· Los Angeles 


What was the age of typical 49ers?
· Teens and 20s 
· 30s and 40s 
· 50s and 60s 
· 60s and 70s 

Who was president during the beginning of the gold rush?
· Polk 
· Lincoln 
· Grant 
· Johnson 

VIII. Home assignment
A)  Imagine you are a Forty-Niner, newly arrived in California. Write a postcard home. Use the phrasal verbs from the text in  sentences of your own

B)     You are a reporter for the Independent on Sunday. Write a story.
John Sutter: a man who did not have gold fever

    C)     You are a reporter for the Sunday Time . You have witnessed some event that       you want to report. You are going to create a sensation.

Appendix 1
Gold rush   
In 1848, when gold was discovered in California, John Sutter was already one of the wealthiest people in the state. By 1850 he was a ruined man.
Sutter was a Swiss immigrant who came to California in 1839, intent on building his own private empire. At that time the state was a distant outpost that only a handful of Americans had seen. San Francisco had just a few hundred residents. Sutter built a fort and soon he had twelve thousand head of cattle and hundreds of workers.
By the mid-1840s, more and more Americans were trickling into California by wagon and ship. Sutter welcomed the newcomers; he saw them as subjects for his new kingdom. But he had no idea that the trickle would become a flood, a deluge of humanity that would destroy his dream.
At the beginning of 1848, Sutter sent James Marshall and about twenty men to the American River to build a sawmill. It was nearly complete when a glint of something caught Marshall's eye. Later he wrote, "I reached my hand down and picked it up; it made my heart thump, for I was certain it was gold. The piece was about half the size and shape of a pea. Then I saw another.'
By the end of the year, whispers of a gold strike had drifted eastward across the country - but few easterners believed it until President James Polk made a statement to Congress on December 5th 1848. The discovery, he declared, was a fact. Within days, 'gold fever' descended on the country.
The news was telegraphed to every village, to every town. Hundreds of thousands of people, almost all of them men, began to prepare for the epic journey west. They sold possessions, mortgaged farms, borrowed money, banded together with others from their towns to form joint stock companies. They said their goodbyes and streamed west, thousands of young adventurers willing to take a chance on gold - a year of pain in return for a lifetime of riches. They were called 'Forty-Niners' because they left home in 1849. When they would return was another matter entirely.
By early 1849, gold fever was an epidemic. By the end of 1850, Sutter's grand empire had completely collapsed. Sutter did not have gold fever. He wanted an agricultural empire and refused to alter his vision. In the new California, he was simply in the way. The Forty-Niners trampled his crops and tore down his fort for the building materials. Disillusioned, he eventually left the state. The man who had the best opportunity to capitalise on the discovery of gold never even tried.
Appendix 2
Gold Rush: Worksheet 1
Viewing
1   Read the newspaper extract from 1848         

      and complete texts a) and b) using the 

      words in the box 

	a chance     created a sensation 

involved      make a fortune

risk everything     a comfortable job


c) You are wealthy and have an enormous farm in California, employing hundreds of people. One of them has discovered gold on your property, which has (1) __________________. You are passionate about farming and not interested in gold. What are you going to do – ignore the gold rush or get 

       (2) _________________?

d) You have (3) _________________ in your own country, but you know there is no real future in it. You have just read the newspaper story and realise this is your opportunity to (4) ___________________. However the journey to California would be expensive and dangerous. Do you take (5) ____________

and (6) _________________ or do you stay at home?

2   Pair-work

 Discuss with your partner what would you do in each situation.

Appendix 3                 

Gold Rush: Worksheet 2

Viewing

3   Tick (٧) the correct statement.
a)    1 Sutter was a Swedish immigrant.        
        2 Sutter was a Swiss immigrant.
b)    1 He came to California in 1829.            

        2 He came to California in 1839.
c)     1 He had 12,000 head of cattle.               

        2 He had 20,000 head of cattle.
d)    1 He welcomed newcomers to California.
2 He didn't welcome newcomers to California.
e)
1 James Marshall worked for the President.
2 James Marshall worked for Sutter.
f)
1 The discovery of gold was officially announced on December 5, 1848.
2 The discovery of gold was officially announced on September 6, 1848.
g)
1 The name 'Forty-Niners' came from the number of people in the first group.
2 The name 'Forty-Niners' came from the year they started their journey.
h)   1 Sutter thought the discovery of gold would have serious consequences.
2 Sutter had no idea the discovery of gold would have such serious consequences.
i)    1 The Forty-Niners destroyed Sutter's crops and his fort.
  2 The Forty-Niners stole Sutter's crops and moved into his fort.

4    Which words would you use to describe:
          a) John Sutter           b) one of the Forty-Niners?


risk-taker     visionary     farmer opportunist     businessman     dreamer entrepreneur     conservative
Appendix 4                 Gold Rush: Worksheet 3

Listening and viewing

1    You are going to watch the story of one person who faced the decisions in Reading 1a) above. Match the names with the pictures. Write the number in the box
	1 San Francisco    2  Sutter’s Mill    3  A Forty-Niner     4  James Marshall

5  Sutter’s Fort       6   James Polk     7   John Sutter 
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2   Watch the story for the second time. Then put the lines of this summary in the correct order.
a)   a fortune. John Sutter, on whose land gold was discovered, had
\1\ b)   The gold rush is the story of thousands of ordinary people willing to take
 c)    a chance on gold in the hope that they might make
 d)   a statement in Congress declaring that the discovery was a fact, it created
           e)   a sensation, and thousands of adventurers poured into California.
 f)    no idea of the impact gold would have. When President Polk made
Appendix 5

                          Gold Rush: Worksheet 4

Listening and viewing

3   Work with a partner. Explain the links between the following.
d) John Sutter - a private empire - disillusion
e) James Marshall - a sawmill - half a pea
f) President James Polk - the gold rush - the 'Forty-Niners'
Example
· John Sutter was a wealthy businessman. He built up a private empire based on agriculture. His empire collapsed when the gold rush brought lots of people to his land. He was disillusioned and moved away.
Appendix 6
IV.  Reading

3 You are going to read the story of one of the first people to make a fortune from the gold rush, Sam Brannan.

During the gold rush Sam Brannan became one of the most successful businessmen in California. He arrived in California in 1846 with a group of  two hundred Mormons who had left New York to escape religious persecution. They had made the journey by sea, and on arrival in San Francisco (then called Yerba Buena) they had trippled the city’s tiny population. 

When gold was discovered in 1848, Sam Brannan owned the only store between San Francisco and the gold fields. Quickly recognising the gap in the market, he bought up all the picks, shovels and pans he could find, and then ran up and down the streets of San Francisco shouting “Gold, gold on the American river!” 

He had no intention to dig for gold! No, he was planning to sell shovels. And having cornered the narket, he ended up with a lot more gold than the person who had to dig for it.

This was a man who keenly understood the laws of supply and demand. A metal pan that sold for 20 cents a few days earlier, was now available from Brannan for 15 dollars! In just nine weeks he made $36,000. He became the first gold rush millionaire within a few years.

By 1856 Brannan was said to have owned one fifth of the entire city of San Francisco and as much of Sacramento. He was said to have been earning between $250,000 and $500,000 per year, an enormous sum for the times. He became a major landholder in the Calistoga area. An affinity for whiskey and a bitter divorce settlement finally led to his financial ruin many years later.

In the end, though,  Sam Brannan lost his fortune and his health, as did many of those who first benefited from the gold rush. Alcoholism finally led to his downfall, and California’s first millionaire died an unnoticed death.

4 Match the beginnings (a-g) with the endings (1-7)
a) During the gold rush Sam Brannan became

b) When gold was discovered in 1848, Sam Brannan owned

c) He recognised the gap in the market and bought up all

d) Having cornered the narket, he ended up

e) He became the first

f) However, he lost his fortune and his health

g) In the end California’s first millionaire

1 died an unnoticed death.

2 one of the most successful businessmen in California.

3 with more gold than the diggers.

4 the only store between San Francisco and the gold fields.

5 because of alcoholism.

6 the picks, shovels and pans he could find.

7 gold rush millionaire
Writing

a) Imagine you are a Forty-Niner, newly arrived in California. Write a postcard home

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Appendix 7
Gold Rush: Worksheet 6
Writing
 You are a reporter for the Independent on Sunday. Write a story. Write your first draft here.
John Sutter: a man who did never have gold fever
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Appendix 8
Gold Rush: Worksheet 6
Writing

 You are a reporter for the Sunday Times . You have witnessed some event that you want to report. You are going to create a sensation.
Write your first draft here.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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THE  GERALD


December 8 1848


Gold discovered in California


Reports of a huge resource of gold, discovered


in California, have been coming in since yesterday. A number of people have already booked passage on ships traveling to America. 
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