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THE GREAT FOLK HEROES OF AMERICA
Level - intermediate
Objectives:
· to expand students' knowledge about American history and culture;
· to develop students' creative imagination in communicative activity;
· to improve listening comprehension and oral speech skills based on the country-study materials;
· to develop students' reading skills;
· to stimulate students' thinking.
Equipment: a series of silhouettes showing different people (done by sticking magazine pictures of suitable figures on black paper, then cutting out), copies of texts.


PROCEDURE
I. WARMING-UP
T: I am sure that all of you like going to the cinema or watching different video films or films on TV. What kind of films do you prefer? The task is done in the form of brain-storming.

T: Tomorrow I am going to watch a very interesting film too. I expect it to be romantic, catching and thrilling. Try to guess the kind of the film. The word hidden on the blackboard can help you; it'll tell you whom this film is about. To see the word guess its letters.
1. This letter begins calendar and civilization.
2. The second letter is in the middle of a dog.
3. The third letter is in winter, warm and why.
4. The fourth letter can become big, broad, Mack and bright.
5. The fifth letter is the last in tomato.
6.	With the sixth letter you and Yankee start.
Answer: cowboy
T: So, if the film is about cowboys, you can easily guess that it will be a western

II. INTRODUCTION
T: What do you know about cowboys? People usually think of cowboys as romantic and even rather fairy-tale creatures. It is not so in reality. First of all people think that all cowboys are white Americans. Actually, the first cowboys were Mexican. There were also black cowboys — often ex-slaves who were given freedom by the Civil War. There were also Indian cowboys. To know more about these American folk heroes we shall read some texts today and do some exercises. But before that look at this Spider Map. We shall complete it during the lesson. But to be aware of the topic let's revise some words useful for today's lesson.


                                              SPIDERGRAM








III. VOCABULARY WORK
Each student gets a card on which the word or its definition is written. The children move around the classroom looking for their partners to complete the vocabulary article. Then they read it. This is also the way to choose a partner for the pair-work.
1. cowboy — a person employed to take care of cattle, who usually rides a horse.

2. ranch — a type of a large farm on which animals are kept (cows, horses, sheep etc.).
3. rodeo — a public performance or competition in which cowboys show their skills at riding cattle and wild horses and at catching cattle with ropes.
4. to drive — to force (someone or something) to go somewhere or to do something.
5. cattle — a great number of large farm animals (cows and bulls) kept for their milk or meat.
6. trail — a route across the open country, often made by the cattle.
7. to brand — to mark an animal with a hot iron to show who owns it.
rustier — a person who steals cattle, horses etc

IV. PAIR-WORK
The students are shown some silhouettes and they must decide where the cowboy is. At first they discuss their ideas with the partner and then explain and prove their choice. (See Appendix 1)
T: To survive in difficult life and natural surrounding the cowboys developed different skills and a distinctive appearance. Look at the matching table and decide what different things and clothing were used for. Discuss your choice with your partner.



	1
	Boots
	A
	[protected cowboys from cold and his legs and clothes from the dust. |

	2
	A hat
	B
	made riding more comfortable.

	3
	A scarf or a handkerchief
	C
	protected the cowboy from the sun and the rain.

	4
	Tight leather trousers
	D
	protected the cowboy's legs from insects and the brush.

	5
	A gun
	E
	protected the face from the dust and the sun.

	6
	Ahorse
	F
	protect the cowboy from the mud, the long grass and the snakes.

	7
	A saddle
	G
	was used to protect the cowboy and the cattle from Indians and wild animals.

	8
	Chaps
	H
	helped to move quicker and work easier.


Answers: 1-F, 2-C, 3-E, 4-D, 5-G, 6-H, 7-B, 8-A.

V. ERROR  CORRECTION
T: The name cowboy  is closely connected with his job. Read the text and look carefully at each line. Some of the lines are correct and some have a word which should not be there. If a line is correct, put + by the number in the answer boxes provided. If a line has a word which should not be there, write the word in the answer boxes provided.

	The cowboy's main job was very prosaic
	

	and very difficult. They were employed
	

	by a ranch-owners to look after their
	

	cattle. Cowboys took care of cows and to
	

	got them to market. The main and most
	

	difficult part of the work cowboys was
	

	cattle drive. On the trail cowboys worked
	

	from sunrise till sunset the eighteen hours
	

	a day. They stayed up in the saddle for
	

	weeks at a time, living on bacon and
	

	beans and they sleeping rpund campfires.
	

	At night they took turns guarding the cattle.
	

	Today of the work of the cowboy is the
	

	same. Of course, modern machines have
	

	brought much certain changes in the work.
	



Keys:

	1
	+
	6
	cowboys
	11
	they

	2
	+
	7
	+
	12
	+

	3
	A
	8
	the
	13
	Of

	4
	To
	9
	up
	14
	+

	5
	+
	10
	+
	15
	much



VI. STORY-MAKING
T: Speaking about cowboys in the Wild West we can't help mentioning their wars with Indians. Arrange the following words into 10 completed sentences. Arrange the sentences in the order in which they appear in a text. After that you'll read about cowboys' relations with Indians. Each student gets a mixed sentence. He or she makes it up and writes on the blackboard. Then the class makes up a text out of the sentences.
1. greatest \ Indians \ cowboys \ one \ with \ problems \ the \ relations \ of \ was \ for \ their.
2. conflicts \ expansion \ mountains \ the \ to \ increasing \ and \ into \ led \ plains \ the.
3. Americans \ welcome \ lands \ white \ native \ people \ the \ who \ didn't \ the \ took \ their.
4. places \ survive \ fight \ trying \ live \ to \ the \ had \ to \ they \ for \ to.
5. terrible \ that \ cruel \ struggle \ and \ was.
6. ranches \ Indians \ people \ burnt \ cattle \ down \ and \ stole \ killed.
7. themselves \ white \ defend \ Indians \ afraid \ and \ to \ people \ tried \ were \ of.
screen \ fight \ Indians \ cowboys \ on \ they \ many didn’t as certainly did as.
9.	struggle \ nevertheless \ the \ won \ they.
10.	westward \ white \ forced \ further \ people \ to \
Indians \ go.
Keys:
1. One of the greatest problems for cowboys was their relations with Indians.
2. The expansion into the plains and mountains led to increasing conflicts.
3. The Native Americans didn't welcome the white people who took their lands.
4. Trying to survive they had to fight for the places to live.
5. That struggle was terrible and cruel.
6. Indians stole cattle, killed people, and burnt down ranches.
7. White people were afraid of Indians and tried to defend themselves.
8. Cowboys certainly didn't fight as many Indians as they did on screen.
9. Nevertheless they won the struggle.
10.	White people forced Indians to go further westward.

VII. GRID
T: Put the correct verbs from the box in the sentences below. Then fill in the grid which will give you the answer to the question under the grid.
take part       round       dress       show      looked

	
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	


1.	If you want to look like a cowboy you have to …… up in leather boots and a ten gallon hat.
2.	Cowboys are thought of as tough, hard-working men,
and they are ………up to by many people.
3.	Cowboys often work out in the desert where they
	…………. up the cattle.
4.	Cowboys like to have fun and  …………. in competitions every year, where they have a chance to …………off their riding skills.

Keys: 1. dress, 2. looked, 3. round, 4. take part, show. 

T: What is the name of the competition that cowboys still take part in every year?


VIII. READING
1.	Pre-reading task
T: You have found out a lot about the life of cowboys at ranches. But life is not only the everyday routine. Every person should have a rest. What is your vision of cowboys' days off and holidays?
2.	While-reading tasks
a) Look through the underlined words in bold and try to guess what this text is about.
TEXT
The first ever rodeo was held in 1872 and they are still being held today.
Rodeos are competitions in which cowboys show their skills. When cowboys got bored during cattle drives, they sometimes organised informal competitions. With time, this tradition grew, then towns began organising more formal competitions for cowboys. Today the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association organises about 700 rodeos a year. The events included in a rodeo are calf roping, bull riding and buUdogging. BuUdogging was invented by a black cowboy called Bill Pickett. It was a way of stopping oxen that were running wild. Pickett would ride alongside an ox, then jump on its back, grab its horns, somersault across it, and pull the ox to the ground.
Rodeos are still popular today - there are around five hundred of them each year in the USA. Modern rodeos have brass bands, singing cowboys and clowns. The largest rodeo is Cheyenne Frontier Days in Wyoming, and it lasts for one week.
b) Read the text and answer the questions:
1. What is rodeo?
2. What are the events included in a rodeo?


IX.	COMMENTING
T: Some people would say that these days a cowboy has come to mean anybody with a hat and a pick-up-truck. This may be true in part. Red Steagall, a Texas poet who looked up to cowboys said, "Change has affected the work and the way it's done, but today's cowboy has the same value his grandfather had". Comment upon the words of the famous poet.
X.	SUMMING UP
T: Do the follwing Cowboy Quiz
 Mark the sentences True (T) or False (F).

Cowboy Quiz
1. Cowboys were only white people.
2. The West was a hard place.
3. There were big ranches all over the country.
4. To brand means to mark an animal with a hot iron to show who owns it.
5. Cowboys use hats to protect themselves from the sun and the rain.
6. Cowboys were employed by ranch-owners to catch rustlers.
7. Today the work of cowboys has changed.
8. In the times of the Wild West cowboys fought as many Indians as they do on screen.
9. Cowboys are tough and hard-working people.

10. Rodeos are competitions in which cowboys show their skills.
11. The largest rodeo nowadays lasts for three weeks.
12. The men who won the West, the cowboys, have become the great folk heroes of America.
Answers: 1-F, 2-T, 3-F, 4-T, 5-T, 6-F, 7-T, 8-F, 9-T, 10-T, 11-F, 12-T

Home assignment:
T: Using the complete Spider Map as a plan make up a short story about cowboys for our English newspaper.
4

image1.jpeg




