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Type of the lesson:  	Developing skills and habits

Topic English Writers 
The Aim of the Lesson :
1) to develop the habits of oral speech on the topic “English Writers” ;
2) to put into use the habits of oral speech of the pupils ;
3)	to develop their habits of reading, to show the beauty of the English poetry.
Aids : the portraits of English writers W. Shakespeare, P. B. Shelley, G.G. Byron, Ch. Dickens,  parts of the film “Robert Burns”.
The Procedure of the Lesson.
T.: Today we'll have a special lesson. It is the lesson-conference “English Writers” .
We'll have a talk about the foreign writers you know, the books you've read, the poems you've learned. And my 1st question to you is the following “What English writers do you know?”
P1:   I know such English writers as W. Shakespeare, G. G. Byron,        P. B. Shelley, Ch. Dickens.
P2:     And I have read the book “Robinson Crusoe” and I know for sure that it was written by Daniel Defoe, the famous English writer. 
T.:    You are right. You've named English writers. Let's talk,  for example, about the founder of English literature W. Shakespeare.
P1: I know some facts of his biography. He was born in 1564 in Stratford-on-Avon, a small English town. William spent his childhood in his native town. William's father was a rich man and he gave his son a good education. William studied at a grammar school. The main subjects at that time were Latin and English. William knew Latin well. He could read and translate Latin books. William was fond of English folk songs and ballads.
Some time later William's father became poor and William had to go to London and begin to work. William's first work was to look after horses of the rich people who came to the theatre. Later on Shakespeare became an actor, then he founded a theatre himself. The name of that theatre was "The Globe" because it was round. Shakespeare wrote the plays for the theatre and played the main parts in them. 
P2: I want to add that W. Shakespeare also wrote many sonnets and poems. The best and the most popular Shakespeare's works are "King Lear", "Romeo and Juliet", "Twelfth Night", "Hamlet", "Othello". Written hundreds of years ago, these works are very popular nowadays. They are translated into many languages and they are read and loved by the people all over the world.
T.: I suppose you’ve seen the films on his plays “King Lear”,
 “Hamlet”, “The Twelfth Night”, “Richard III”, “Romeo and Juliet”. 
P4:    As for me I should say I like to read poems. And I'd like to 
speak about the famous English poet G. G. Byron.
P3:     G. G. Byron is my favourite. As I know he was born on January
22, 1788 in London. The poet's early years were spent in the small town
of Aberdeen. He was ten when he inherited the title of Lord Byron.
Byron's first poetical efforts were made before he was thirteen. In 
1812 he published his "Child Harold's Pilgrimage" which brought him 
fame and universal acclaim.
Byron wrote many poems, one of which was devoted to 
Ukrainian hetman Mazepa. His last work was a novel "Don Yuan".
Byron took an active part in the political life of England. In 1816 he left England never to return. He fought for liberation of Italy and Greece.
He died in 1824.
P4:     I know one of his poems and I want to recite it.
TWILIGHT
by G. G. Byron
It is the hour when from the boughs
The nightingale's high note is heard; It is the hour when lovers' vows
Seem sweet in every whisper'd word; And gentle winds, and waters near,
Make music to the lonely ear. Each flower the dews have lightly wet,
And in the sky the stars are met. And on the wave is deeper blue,
And on the leaf a browner hue. And in the heaven that clear obscure,
So softly dark, and darkly pure, Which follows the decline of day,
As twilight melts beneath the moon away.


T. One of our pupils Yulia Molodid has written the translation of this poem. Let’s listen to it.
Сумерки
В час этот песни соловья слышны,
А клятвы влюбленных сладки и нежны.
И легкий ветерок, журчащая вода,
Все музыкой стучит в влюбленные сердца.
Цветок окроплен утренней росой
И на небе звезда встречается с звездой.
А в море - темно-синяя волна,
И на листке мохнатая пчела,
А в чистых небесах густая темнота
Растаяла в лучах луны на склоне дня.
T. Nice of you. Let’s go on. We’ll get acquainted with some of the famous English authors.
P. Lewis Carrol is a pen-name of Charles Dogson, the man who wrote such famous books for children as “Alice’s Adventure in Wonderland” and   “Through the Looking-Glass”. Lewis Carrol was a wonderful children’s writer. He understood children and he could enter the world of children’s imagination.
P2. John Ronald Reuel Tolkien, a professor of Literature and English at Oxford became famous  with his trilogy “The Lord of the Rings”. It is specially loved by teenagers. His books are full of elves, magicians, dwarves and monsters.
P3. And we shouldn’t forget Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Agatha Christie. They both are the masters of detective stories. The main characters of their stories are Sherlock Holmes and Ercule Puaro – the famous detectives.
P4. And what about Alan Alexandre Milne, who is known in our country with his Winnie – the Pooh. He wrote many novels, essays, short stories and poems.
P2. I should like to tell you about the creator of the historical novel in English literature – Walter Scott. He was born in Edinburgh, Scotland. He loved his native land deeply and was greatly interested in its past. Walter Scott first became known as a poet. He is the author of well-known novels like “Rob Roy”, “Ivanhoe”, “Waverley”.
P5. But nowadays the most famous is Joanne Kathleen Rowling. She is the best selling author. On a long train trip in summer 1990 the idea came to her of boy who is a wizard and doesn’t know it. He was Harry Potter. The first book was published in June 1997 and achieved a success. The books about Harry Potter are written for children but adults love them too. J.K. Rowling lives in Edinburgh, Scotland.
P. I think it’s time to say something about the famous Scottish poet Robert Burns.
Р3:  I think that R. Burns is the famous Scottish poet and his poems are highly appreciated by the people all over the world.
I hope you know that R. Burns was born in Scotland in 1759. His father was very poor but he wanted to give his son the best education he could. He began to teach him to read and to write.
At the age of fifteen Robert began to write his first poems. He wrote about his native country and about the life of poor people. Burns understood the life of poor people because he lived very poorly himself.
Robert Burns died at the age of 37. He became famous in Great Britain and in many other countries only after his death. Burns is dear to all people because he loved freedom and wanted all people to live in peace and friendship.
P4: In his poem " My Heart's in the Highlands" he describes the beauty of his native land.
My Heart's in the Highlands.
My heart's in the Highlands, my heart is not here,
My heart's in the Highlands a-chasing the deer,
Chasing the wild deer and following the roe.
My heart's in the Highlands wherever I go.
Farewell to the Highlands, farewell to the North, 
The birth-place of valour, the country of worth;
Wherever I wonder, wherever I rove, 
The hills of the Highlands forever I love.
My heart's in the Highlands, my heart is not here; 
My heart's in the Highlands, a-chasing the deer; 
A-chasing the wild deer and following the roe, 
My heart's in the Highlands, wherever I go.
Farewell to the mountains, high cover'd with snow; 
Farewell to the straths and green valleys below; 
Farewell to the forests and high-hanging woods; 
Farewell to the torrents and loud-pouring floods.
My heart's in the Highlands, my heart is not here; 
My heart's in'the Highlands a-chasing the deer; 
A-chasing the wild deer, and following the roe, 
My heart's in the Highlands, wherever I go.
Р5: Не wrote a lot of poems about love, for example " A Red, Red Rose ".
A Red, Red Rose
O, my love's like a red, red rose. 
That's newly sprung in June: 
O, my love's like the melody 
That's sweetly played in tune.
As fair art thou, my bonnie lass, 
So deep in love am I; 
And I will love thee still, my dear, 
Till a' the seas gang dry.
Till a' the seas gang dry, my dear. 
And rocks melt wi' the sun! 
And I will love thee still, my dear, 
While the sands o' life shall run.
And fare thee weel, my only love!
And fare thee weel a while!
And I will come again, my love,
Though it were ten thousand mile.

T. : Yes, Robert Burns is a world famous poet. A lot of his poems became songs. And one of them is sung when people in the English speaking countries see the New Year in. It's the song" Auld Lang Syne". Let's sing it all together.

За счастье прежних дней!
Забыть ли старую любовь
И не грустить о ней? 
Забыть ли старую любовь
И дружбу прежних дней? 
За дружбу старую — до дна,
 За счастье прежних дней! 
С тобой мы выпьем старина, 
За счастье прежних дней!

For Auld Lang Syne!
Should auld acquaintance be
forgot
And never brought to mind?
Should auld acquaintance be
forgot
And days of auld lang syne?
For auld lang syne, my dear,
For auld lang syne!
We'll take a cup of kindness
yet.
For auld lang syne!





T. Let’s see some parts of the film “Robert Burns”
Summing up.
T. All right. You have done today. And we shall do a project work “Five of Note” (brief biographies of the famous American writers).
1. Edgar Allan Poe
2. Herman Melville
3. F. Scott Fitzgerald
4. Jack London
5. Sinclair Lewis
1) Divide into groups of three;
2) Look for the information;
3) Classify and present your material on the poster.




