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WE AND THE ENVIRONMENT

 Objectives

By the end of the lesson pupils will be able to:

· answer factual questions about the environment;

· use vocabulary on the topic;

· work with a group to solve problems;

· use the structure to be going to do sth;

· listen to native speakers and understand the main points of the conversation.

Materials: Laser B1 Students book, Macmillan English Grammar. Grammar in Context, CD, handouts.
PROCEDURE

At our previous lessons we have spoken about environmental problems in the world. We have read about the rainforests, air, water and land pollution, about endangered animals and many other things. I am sure that all of you agree that our planet is in danger and the worst thing is that it’s our fault. Today we are going to speak about ecological situation in our town and the ways to improve it. You had to do some project work on this topic. The leaders of the three groups will present the results of your work.
I. Warming up.

But first I would like you to revise the vocabulary. I have prepared a crossword for you. If you solve it, in this column you will see the name of the place that you know very well. Does anybody have an idea  what place it is? Well, you will see it later. So, let’s start.
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1. The process of cutting down trees from an area of land. (deforestation)
2. A medicine that reduces pain.                     (painkiller)

3. The natural world, including the land, water, air, plants and animals. (environment)
4. The process of turning rubbish into new products.    (recycling)

5. Relating to the countryside or in the countryside.       (rural)

6. The hard substance bottles are made of.          (glass)

So, this is the name of our town- Skvyra.
2. Match the words to make phrases

1. bottle                     a) friendly                          

2. endangered            b) lover                                

3. environmentally    c) bin                                   

4. nature                    d) species

5. acid                        e) bank

6. litter                       f) rain

3. What word is missing from each gap in these sentences?
1. If you don’t drive to the shops, you’ll use less ________ (petrol).
2. If you walk to the shops, you’ll get valuable _________ (exercise)
3. If you recycle paper, fewer _______ (trees) will be cut down.

4. There’ll be less air ______ (pollution) if people buy electric cars.

What grammar structure is used in these sentences?

II. Speaking
1. Now let’s see how environmentally conscious you are. Suppose you are walking along the street and eating some chocolate. 
· What do you do with the wrap? Do you put it into a bin? And if there is no bin nearby? 
· Do you just throw it away? As for me, I put it into my bag or a pocket and take it home if there is no bin nearby. 

· Very often pupils who eat crisps throw away the packets. Is it good? 

· What are these packets made of? Yes, you are right. They are made of plastic.

·  Do you remember how long it takes for plastic to degrade?  
· Yes, you are right. It takes about 450 years to degrade. And that’s very bad for the environment. 

· Can we burn a lot of it?  Why? 
· P: Because the gases that are given off pollute the air.
·  The main problem is that we produce a huge amount of rubbish each year. People pollute the air, rivers and seas. So what can we do? Do you remember the 3 Rs?  (REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE)
· How can we reduce the amount of rubbish we throw away?
· P: We can do this by buying unpackaged goods such as fruit and vegetables. We should try not to buy disposable products like single-use cameras and non-rechargeable batteries
· How can we reuse?

· P: We should not throw away the plastic bags we are given at the supermarket. We can use them again. 

· What can we recycle? 

· P: We can recycle glass, plastic, paper

· How can we do this?

· P: We should separate rubbish into things that should be thrown away and things that can be recycled and take it to the recycling centre.
- Do you ever think about the water we use every day for cleaning, drinking, cooking and washing? A lot of water is wasted today. Do you know how much water is lost every minute if you leave the tap running while you brush your teeth or wash your hands?  (Up to twelve litres)       - How can we do our bit to conserve water?
· P: We can take a shower instead of a bath. 

· P: We must not leave the tap running while we brush our teeth or wash our hands. 

III. Reading

2. Now we are going to read a text about environmental problems and their solutions. Then make five statements about what you are going to do and five statements about what you are not going to do to solve these problems.
There are a number of things we can do if we want to help save our planet. For example, if we stop wasting paper, and recycle paper and cardboard, we’ll save some of the millions of trees which are cut down every year. As far as the problem of rubbish is concerned, if we recycle bottles and cans and organic waste, and stop taking plastic bags from the supermarket, this will make a big difference. We also have to stop making unnecessary car journeys so as to cut down air pollution. Try walking or using a bike instead, and if you buy local fruit and vegetable, this reduces lorry traffic to supermarkets. Water is another problem, and we should all take showers, not baths, to save water. Finally, we need to stop using so much energy, so try changing to low-energy light bulbs, and turning off unnecessary lights. 
IV. Writing.
Now let’s see what you have written.
What are you going to do to solve the environment problems?

-I am going to walk and use a bike instead of a car.

- I am going to buy local fruit and vegetables.

- I am going to take showers to save water.

- I am going to use low-energy light bulbs.

- I am going to turn off unnecessary lights.

What are you going to do?
· I am not going to take plastic bags from the supermarket.

· I am not going to make unnecessary car journeys.

· I am not going to take baths.

· I am not going to use much energy.

· I am not going to waste paper.
These are very good decisions. I hope you will try to do all these things to help solve the environment problems we have today.
V. Listening
Now you will hear five different people talking about the areas where they live. For questions 1-5 choose from the list A-E the problem each person mentions.

A. There is a lot of pollution in the air.                    Speaker 5
B. There isn’t any countryside.                                Speaker 3
C. There is a lot of pollution in the water.               Speaker 2
D. There aren’t any bottle banks.                             Speaker 4
E. There is a lot of rubbish .                                     Speaker 1

VI. Presenting projects.

We spoke much about the ecological situation in the world. And now the leader of group 1 will present the results of their survey and we will see if our town is facing the same problems.
(Project work. Slide show.)

P1: The living conditions in our city are getting worse and worse. 
We have some factories in our town. As you see, exhaust fumes and smoke from the factories are polluting the air. As a result many people have allergies and breathing problems. 
 If you go to the centre of our city you will see a taxi rank there. It is just in the centre. There are too many cars in our city. The exhaust fumes from the cars pollute the air.
Our streets are full of rubbish. I think there are not enough bins in the streets of our city. Another reason is that some people are not environmentally educated. If you go to the centre after different kinds of celebrations you will see piles of litter there. This is our market place on Saturday afternoons. 

Thank you very much. Now the leader of group 2 will present their project.

P2: Endangered Species: are species, plant or animal, that are in immediate danger of becoming extinct. Its numbers are usually low, and they need protection in order to survive. There are more than 1,000 animal species endangered worldwide. Today we are going to tell you about some of them. (Slide show).
P3: We have heard about the greenhouse effect and the hole in the ozone layer. It is also due to people’s activity. It is a very important question because we can change the situation only when we understand what is causing the problem. 
(Slide show)

We love buying and consuming things such as hairsprays, antiperspirants, spray paints and cleaning chemicals. We use too many electrical machines. We can not imagine our life without faxes, copy machines, computers and mobile phones. Chemicals from aerosol sprays are going up into the atmosphere and they ruin the ozone layer.  And the air pollution inside buildings is even more dangerous. More and more people get skin cancer. 
Thank you very much. And now each group will have to think of the ways to improve the situation they have spoken about. You have 3 minutes.
Your time is up. Who will speak first?

The leader of group1 

· To improve the ecological situation in our town we should ban cars from the centre of the town.

· Our officials should force factories to put filters on their chimneys.

· We should put more bins in our streets and parks.

The leader of group 2
· To save endangered species of animals our government must introduce a ban on hunting.
· We should create wildlife parks for these animals.

· We should also stop destroying forests that are home for many species of animals and plants.

The leader of group 3

· To reduce harmful effect of chemicals on the atmosphere we should try not to use hairsprays, spray paints and cleaning chemicals so often. 

· We should also turn off technical equipment if we don’t work on it for a long time.

· We should keep at home and at work some household plants which can absorb some indoor air pollutants.

IV. Summing up

Thank you very much. You were very active today. I hope you are environmentally educated and are ready to do your best to improve the ecological situation in our town. We have discussed the environmental problems our planet is facing today. And our town is facing the same problems. We have also discussed ways in which ordinary people can help to improve the situation. We throw away a small mountain of rubbish every day. It can seem that there is no solution, but a few simple changes to your life can really help the environment. If everybody does a little, then perhaps together we can really make a difference!

V. Home assignment

Your homework is to write about ecological problems of our town and possible ways to improve it.
Listening 

Speaker 1: I’ve lived here all my life and I quite like it. It’s not exactly a rural area, but there are parks. There’s a lake near here and tourist drive up to visit, may be to have a picnic around here. I’ve noticed that things like bottles and plastic bags have started to appear. It’s a shame, really, because it used to be an attractive area and I really don’t know why people don’t just take it all home with them.

Speaker 2: There are a few factories where I live and they are really ugly. I think they make glass and I know that some of the chemicals end up in the river. There are often reports about it in the local newspaper, but nobody seems to do anything. A lot of people are very angry about it because it’s starting to affect things, like fishing.
Speaker 3: My neighbourhood is quite clean, I suppose. I do get tired of looking at concrete buildings, though. It wouldn’t be so bad If there were green spaces for kids to play in or to take a walk in. You’ve got to travel to find those, though, and I don’t have a car. It would be lovely to live on a farm, or may be near a river, wouldn’t it?
Speaker 4: We’ve been learning about recycling at school and I think it’s very important. I’d do more if they provided the facilities. There’s nowhere to take your used glass, though, so we just put bottles in the rubbish. It creates a lot of waste. I heard they are thinking of doing something about it, and I hope they do.

Speaker 5: Where I live is on the edge of town. The main problem we have is people driving to work through our area. During the rush hour, when everyone is trying to get to work in the morning, there are often traffic jams and the air is full of fumes. It can be quite difficult to breathe sometimes. When I’ve got a day off work, I have to go out to the countryside just to get away from it!
