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Visiting Museum
Suggested level – B1 intermediate
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Objectives: 

· to practice listening skills.

· to form creative thinking.

· to encourage interactive cooperation through the group work.

·  to motivate research skills.

· to broaden students’ outlooks.
Equipment: 

      multimedia system, DVD “Get the Message”, handouts, pictures and booklets from different museums.

On the blackboard:

A word map, quotations: “Art is long, life is short”, 
“Museums are mysterious places where the past comes alive“,

                                                         “Museums are sources of inspiration”, 
By the end of the lessons students will be able to:
· describe museums and displays;
· practise listening  skills;

· reinforce vocabulary related to the topic;
· develop storytelling skills;
· produce a written report;
· complete a table/fact file;
· know more about museums.
Procedure:

I. Greeting. Introduction.

T: Can you remember your last visit to a museum? I’m sure, you can. That’s something we remember for a very long time because of new impressions, interesting information and experience we’ve got.

That’s why I believe our lesson will be a lot of fun today. We are going on a trip to two different museums. They are unlike, absolutely different, but both are very exciting. 

II. Warming-up.

T: But to begin with let’s make a word map with the useful expressions.

(Students suggest words and expressions.)
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III. Main Part. 
1.  Watching /Listening.

T: I think we are ready to become tourists! We are welcomed to the first museum of our trip. 

Here are some questions you need to answer after our virtual excursion.

1. Who started the museum? 

2. Who was he?

3. What countries did he visit?


4. Did he have a favourite country?
5. What was his longest trip?
6. What did he collect?
Tapescript.

Powell-Cotton Museum in Kent.

Kent is in the south east of England. The museum was built by Major Percey Gordon Powell-Cotton. He was born in 1866 and he died in 1940. He was an adventurer, explorer and hunter. He visited mostly Africa but also part of Asia, as well including Tibet and some parts of India.

     His favourite continent was Africa. His longest trip was 30 months and that was in 1903 to British East Africa. He was very brave, adventurous and friendly man, who got on well with the African people. When he was Africa he was collecting the African animals as well as lots of local matters from local African people: spears, shields, drums, all sorts of things.

    - Who visits this museum?

   - Everybody. We are a world class collection so we are of interest to everybody from the smallest child to the oldest granny. And we have many tourists from abroad. Apart from the collection made by Major Powell-Cotton we have several galleries relating to other items.

There is British archeology from pre-history to medieval period. Then there is a super collection of rare yellow porcelain from the Forbidden Palace in Beijing, and very interesting display of masks.

2. Pair/group work.

Students with their partners answer the questions, and then form groups of four to share what they’ve heard and add new details.)
Students from different groups answer the questions.
Next each group is asked to write down as much items of the exhibition as they can remember.

T: And the second part of our trip is to the USA. Listen and make notes to share with your group.
Tapescript.

· Today we are at the Kennedy Space Center on the eastern coast of Florida.

Our visitor guide is Julia.

· Well, Kennedy Space Center was opened in the late 60-s. Everybody around was interested to see what the astronauts were doing. The Center is very popular as everybody wants to get involved in the space programme; they want to learn about NASA story.


Each year we get about 1,5 mln visitors here. The most popular is probably ‘Bus tour”.  

· Where are we now?

· Right now we are in the Rocket Garden. And we’ll be looking at all kinds of rockets…

· And here is the Astronauts Hall of Fame. Here you’ll be able to experience walking on the Moon …, you’ll be pretending landing a shuttle ... and ride the G Force trainer, that simulates the power four times the power of gravity.

T: Now try to sum up the facts, you’ve remembered and complete the Fact File
	Museum
	

	Location
	

	Opening Date
	

	Who is interested in visiting it
	

	Exhibition
	

	Activities for visitors
	

	Extra information
	


IV. Summing-up. Each group presents cooperative retelling of some part of the information using fact file as a support.
V.  Home Assignment.  Next time you will invite us to your favorite museum in your project work “The best museum in the world”.

Using the fact file as a plan, prepare guided tour to the museum you consider the best.

(The project can be done individually or in pairs.)
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