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ST    VALENTINE’S     DAY
Extra curriculum activity

Suggested level – pre-intermediate
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Objectives:
· To enrich pupils’ knowledge about the history and traditions of celebrating St Valentine’s Day;
· To develop pupils’ communication skills.
· To teach to understand and respect other people’s feelings.


(In the classroom there is a gaily decorated box with a slit on the top where the pupils can “post” valentines when they enter the classroom. Pupils make valentines beforehand.)
Teacher: Love! Happiness! Beauty! There're not so many days in a year when we pronounce these pleasant words. We love our parents and relatives, friends and pets, we love our home and our Motherland, Ukraine. But the most mysterious feeling is love between a man and a woman. Happy St. Valentine's Day!
( A girl and a boy are coming to each other from opposite sides of the stage. The boy gives a rose to the girl.)
 Boy: Let me call you sweetheart, 
          I'm in love with you.
          Let me hear with you. 
          That you love me too.
          Keep the love light glowing
          In your eyes so true.
          Let me call you sweetheart,
          I'm in love with you.

Girl: Here's a special valentine 
         With lots of love for you
         And since you're very special 
         Here are hugs and kisses, too! (The girl gives the boy a valentine.)
(The boy and the girl leave the stage.)

Compere 1: Ladies and gentlemen! Good evening!
Compere 2: It's great to meet you here, at Valentine's party! 
Compere 1: Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to our Valentine’s party. This happy day symbolizes friendship, love and romance. It’s time to tell all those special people in your life how much you like them. Those special people are your Mum and Dad, your grandparents, sisters and brothers, friends and teachers. Valentine’s Day is a good time to tell them how you feel.
Compere 2: February, 14 is a day for fun and greetings. Boys and girls, husbands and wives, friends and neighbors usually exchange greetings of affection, love and respect. Exchanging love-tokens could be a serious matter, leading to marriage or it could be a kind of game. By the way, do you know the origin of this funny holiday?
 Compere 3: Frankly speaking nobody knows exactly how the celebration of Valentine’s Day started. But there are some legends and versions about it. When the Roman Emperor Claudius II needed soldiers for his army, he made a special law against marrying.
 Compere 4: But at that time there lived a priest called Valentine. He couldn’t agree with the emperor’s decision. When he saw that young couples were truly in love, he married them secretly. When the Emperor found out, he said that Valentine had to die because he did wrong. In prison Valentine fall in love with the daughter of a man who worked in the prison. On 14 February, the day he died, he send a note to this woman and at the end of the note he said, “Your Valentine”. 
Compere 3:  Now St. Valentine's Day is a religious holiday, which is celebrated in Great Britain, in many European countries and in the USA. In Ukraine we celebrate this holiday, too.
Compere 1: And do you know what love is?
Compere 2: Let’s see what some famous people said about it!
Compere 1:
· “Loving is not just looking at each other, it's looking in the same direction.”
         Antoine de Saint Exupery, French, writer, poet (1900 –1944)
· “Love is life. And if you miss love, you miss life.”
           Leo Buscaglia , an American author and a  professor(1924 –1998)
· “Love is an act of endless forgiveness, a tender look which becomes a habit.” 
                   Peter Ustinov an English actor, writer and dramatist.

· “True love stories never have endings.”
                         Richard David Bach, an American writer. (born June 23, 1936)  

Compere 2:
·  “Who, being loved, is poor? “
                          Oscar Wilde, an Irish writer and poet. (1854 – 1900)
· “When love is not madness, it is not love.” 
      Pedro Calderon de la Barca, a dramatist, poet and writer of the Spanish   Golden Age(1600 –  1681)

· “It's better to have loved and lost than to have never loved at all. “
           Alfred Tennyson, poet Laureate of Great Britain and Ireland(1809 –  1892)

Compere 3: And let’s see what children think about love.
Compere 4: Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and they go out and smell each other.
Compere 3: Love is when mummy gives daddy the best piece of chicken. 
Compere 4: Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, and then he wears it every day.
Compere 3: Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all day.
Compere 1: There are some symbols of Valentine’s Day. Hearts are the most common romantic symbols. A long time ago, people believed that all the emotions were found in the heart. In later years, they thought only the emotion of love was connected with the heart. 
My heart is like a singing bird
Whose nest is on a water shoot;
My heart is like an apple tree
Whose boughs are bent with thick-set fruit;
My heart is like a rainbow shell
That paddles in a halcyon sea;
My heart is gladder than all these
Because my love has come to me.
                   (By Christina Rossetti)
Compere 2: Another romantic symbol is a red rose. The rose was the flower of      
Venus, the Roman goddess of love. Red is a colour that stands for strong feelings. This is why the red rose is a flower of love.

Compere 1: Ribbons go back to the days when ladies gave ribbons to their favourite knights when they went to war. Today a ribbon means “You are tied up”.
Compere 2: In some countries, men and women exchange rings when they become engaged or get married. Valentine’s Day is a popular day for giving an engagement ring. An engagement ring usually has a stone or jewel set in it. 

I’ll buy a diamond ring, my friend,
If it makes you feel all right. 
I’ll get you anything, my friend,
If it makes you feel all right. 
I’ll give you all I’ve got to give
If you say you love me, too.
I may not have a lot to give to you,
But what I’ve got I’ll give to you, 
For I don’t care too much for money,
For money can’t buy me love.
                  (By John Lennon and Paul McCartney)

Compere 1: Lace comes from a Latin word, it means “to catch”. Lace was supposed to catch the heart of a loved one. Hundreds of years ago, women carried lace handkerchiefs. If a woman dropped her handkerchief, a man nearby might pick it up and return it to her. Sometimes she might drop her lace handkerchief on purpose to encourage romance. 

Compere 2: One of the most famous valentine symbols is Cupid with his bow and arrow.  He is a son of Venus, goddess of love. He could cause people to fall in love by piercing them with one of his magic arrows.

Compere 3: I know that girls like fortune-telling to know who will be their sweetheart or husband.
Compere 4: Yes, in Ukraine girls take some leaves of chamomile and say: loves -not loves, loves- not loves.
Compere 3:  In Italy a young girl would stand at her window for half an hour before sunrise. The first man to appear would be her husband! If no one went by, she would not be married that year!
Compere 4: In Germany girls tried another way of learning whom they would many. They planted onions on St. Valentine’s Day. Each onion has the man’s name. She thought she would marry the man whose onion sprouted first.
Compere 3: And In England young ladies wrote men’s names on scraps or paper, rolled each in a ball and dropped them into water. The 1st paper to appear on the surface had the name or the lady’s true love.
Compere 4:  And do you want to know your fortune? So, count buttons on your clothes, saying: 
        “Rich man, poor man, beggar man, thief,                                                                                                                             
        Doctor, lawyer, merchant, chief.”
The last button is supposed to tell which man you will marry.
Compere 3: If you cut an apple in half and count how many seeds inside, you will also know how many children you will have. 

Compere 1: Now it’s time for our audience to answer some questions. We know many famous love couples in literature. And can you name some them?
For example: Romeo and Juliet… Please name some.
Suggested answers
Hamlet - Ophelia
Master  - Margaret
Ruslan - Lyudmila
Rhett Batler -   Skarlett O’Hara
Othello -    Desdemona
Evgeniy Onegin - Tatiana Larina
Tristan - Isolda
Josephina - Napoleon
Piero – Malvina
Adam – Eve
Napoleon - Josephine
Compere 2: Great! I see that you know literature very well!

Compere 3: Your next task is to guess the meaning of the word-combinations containing the word “love” and translate into Ukrainian.
· Lovemaking  ( залицяння, флірт)
· Loveless (нелюб)
· Love seat ( крісло, що вміщує двох людей)
· Loveworthy ( гідний кохання)
· Love game  (гра з нічийним рахунком)
· Love affair (любовна інтрига)
· Lovesick (безтямно закоханий)
· Love story (любовний роман)
· Love-match (шлюб з любові)

Compere 4:  Now, let’s open the box, take out valentines and the boy or the girl who gets more valentines feels very happy because she or he is Valentine of the Day!

Teacher: Our party is coming to an end. Today you have had an excellent chance to plunge into the atmosphere of love and camaraderie, to practice the use of some pleasant words on this special occasion.  I hope you all had a good time. Happy St. Valentine's Day! Let’s finish it with the song “Love Me Tender” by Elvis Presley.  

Love me tender, love me sweet, 
Never let me go. 
You have made my life complete, 
And I love you so. 
Love me tender, love me true, 
All my dreams fulfilled, 
For my darling I love you, 
And I always will. 

Love me tender, love me long, 
Take me to your heart. 
For it's there that I belong, 
And we'll never part. 
Love me tender, love me true, 
All my dreams fulfilled, 
For my darling I love you, 
And I always will. 

Love me tender, love me, dear, 
Tell me you are mine. 
I'll be yours through all the years, 
Till the end of time. 
Love me tender, love me true, 


Compere 1: Our party has come to the end! Thank you very much!
Compere 2: We wish you happiness, great love now and forever because love is a wonderful thing! Love makes you happy!
See you! Happy St Valentine’s  Day! Bye-bye!





