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Lesson 4

Level: elementary
Objectives: 
· to learn about the features of a play

· to follow and read the play

· to answer comprehention questions

· to practice vocabulary
Procedure

I. Lead in

You are going to read a play. You are going to read a play. It tells the story of one Greek hero. Guess who he is 
One Greek hero,

Daring and brave,

Young and strong,

Sailed across the sea, 

Saw hideous monsters,

Escaped from a whirlpool,

Unhappy away from home, 

Said ‘goodbye’ to Calypso and left.

What do you know about him?

II. Listening
What bad things happened in the play?
A STORY FROM THE ANCIENT WORLD

Odysseus was a famous Greek hero. He lived in Greece but for many years he was away from his wife and his son. He was fighting in a long war. At last the war ended and Odysseus began his voyage home. On the way he met many strange creatures.

THE VOYAGE OF ODYSSEUS
Scene 1

Setting: on the ship

Characters: Odysseus, captain, 4 sailors, a monster
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Odysseus: Listen, men. There are two horrifying sea monsters nearby. The first one has twelve legs, six necks and six heads, with three sets of teeth in each one!

Captain: That’s awful! We have never seen such a terrifying creature!

Odysseus: If a ship sails too near, the monster will…

Sailors: Help! The ship is rocking!

Odysseus: Row, row as fast as you can! The monster lives in the cave under those cliffs. He may be sleeping now but I will fight him if I have to.

Sailors: Row! Row!

Captain: We have just passed the cave. We are safe!

Sailor 1: No! Look at the water! We haven’t escaped yet.

Sailor 2: The ship is spinning round. What is happening?

Odysseus: It is the other monster! It is a giant whirlpool. It will put us under the sea!

Sailors: We must row!

Monster: Grrr!
Sailor 3: What is that?

Captain: It’s a giant dog!

Odysseus: No, it is the monster with six heads!

Sailor 4: Look, it is rising out of the water!

Monster: Grrr!

Sailor 1: Help! It is attacking us.

Captain: It is grabbing the sailors. It is eating them! Row! Row!

Odysseus: Now a storm is coming! The waves are getting higher and higher.

Captain: The wind is tearing the sail.

Sailor 2: The mast has broken!

Captain: The ship is turning over! Help! Help!
Scene 2

Setting: on the beach of a small island

Characters: Odysseus, Calypso (a girl)
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Odysseus: I was in the sea for ten days. Now I have reached an island. But is this a safe place? I don’t know.

Calypso: Hello. My name is Calypso. What has happened to you?

Odysseus: I have just swum to this island. My name is Odysseus. I am travelling to my home.

Calypso: Where is your ship?

Odysseus: There was a terrible storm. My ship disappeared under the water and all the sailors drowned.

Calypso: That is dreadful. Come to my home. My parents will look after you.

Odysseus: Thank you. You are very kind. I am exhausted, it’s true.

III. Reading 

What is the setting for the first scene?

What happened to the ship?

What happened to the sailors?

Children join in groups of five and read the play.

IV. Learning vocabulary

1. Match the words with their definitions (the words are written on the BB).

(hoorifying, escape, whirlpool, rock, hero, sail)

- A very brave man ,

- a dangerous place in the river or sea, 

- to move from side to side,

- very frightening,

- to get away from.

First the teacher readsthe definitions and pupils together try to find the necessary word. Then they get cards with these definitions, read them and ask the classmates to name the words. The hometask is similar to this one so pupils can easily do it (WB p.42, ex. 2) 

2. Read two grous of words and find the synonyms (PB p.60, ex. 3). 

Then children get cards with these words, the task is to join into pairs

(tired – exhausted, journey – voyage, fight – attack, animal – creature, terrifying – horrifying, awful – dreadful). 

A game with a ball (children should catch the ball and name the synonym).

V. Role play 

The children are joined in two groups they choose the caracters and try to act the play. (The teacher advises the vjst capable pupils to learn the leading parts, but all the rest were encouraged to participate too. First the groups performed the play in the classroom, in a week pupils from other forms were invited to the Assembly Hall to watch the play).

