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The MAGIC of TEA 

       Objectives:
       -to revise and expand students’ vocabulary on the topic;
       -to develop students’ reading and listening skills and their speaking on the texts provided;
       -to develop students’ communicative skills in group discussions;
       -to revise grammar;
        -to stimulate students` creative thinking;
        -to teach students to respect the traditions and culture of foreign countries.
        Equipment: pictures of different beverages, copies of the texts, cards.

                                                      PROCEDURE
 
        I. WARMING - UP
        T: It is a great pleasure to see you healthy and in a good mood!
We have gathered here to speak about one magical beverage. The word beverage means any type of drink except water.
Do you drink many beverages a day? What are they? Look at the screen and name them.

          Milk         beer         juice        uzvar        coffee        lemonade       Coca-Cola       tea        kissel       kefir       stewed fruit        cocoa        kvass       soda 

 What of them do you consume most of all?
 What beverages does your family drink nearly every day?
 (Students give their answers.)
         T: Without doubt, it is tea. Tea is the most popular manufactured drink not only in our country but also all over the world in terms of consumption. Economics state its consumption equals all other manufactured drinks in the world put together, including coffee, chocolate, soft drinks, and alcohol.
       The theme of today’s lesson is “The magic of tea.” The motto of our lesson is “A man without tea in him is incapable of understanding truth and beauty.” (The Book of Tea, 1906). We`ll try to understand why this magical infusion is so popular with people and what its secret is in. Poets and writers have their own answer to this question. Let`s listen to them.    
                                  Tea does our fancy aid
                                  Repress those vapours
                                 Which the head invade
                                  And keeps that palace
                                       Of the soul serene.
                                                           Edmund Waller

       Thanks God for tea. What would the world do without tea? How would it exist? I am glad I was born before tea.
                                                                  Sydney Smith, Lady Holland memoir.

       T: Do you agree or disagree with them?  

        II.MAIN PART
        1. VOCABULARY ACTIVITY
        T: What is tea? I hope we will be able to find the secret of this magical drink in its definition. However, the words are jumbled up. Are you willing to overcome this problem?

                Tea is/pouring/or/boiling/an/beverage/aromatic/water/hot/over/                                                           
                      /leaves /cured/by/of/the/commonly/tea/prepared/plant/.

       Key: Tea is an aromatic beverage commonly prepared by pouring hot or boiling water over cured leaves of tea plant.

       T: Nothing special. Then the secret of its magical force is in its flavour.
Let us look over and infuse leaves in hot water until the flavour has passed into the water. We will choose three experts who will carry out a tasting of this infusion.
(While we are making tea some unknown words are on the screen with pictures, definitions, and translation).

	  ASTRIGENT
	 SATURATED
	    SOPHISTICATED

	   ТЕРПКИЙ
	 НАСИЧЕНИЙ
	      ВИТОНЧЕНИЙ




             T: Put a circle around the words, which are more suitable to the flavour of the tea.

 1)  Sour    spicy   salty    slightly bitter
 2)   Astringent    tender    soft    sweet
 3)   Cooling     burning    flowering    unpleasant
4)  Disgusting     saturated    tonic    sophisticated.
  
         Key: 1) slightly bitter; 2) astringent; 3) cooling; 4) saturated.

        T: The magic of tea seems to hide in the process of making it. Many beverages have the same qualities and flavours, but they are not so popular. Let us investigate this fact.
Match the following verbs to the respective dictionary definitions.




	1
	Brew
	Make an effort to pour food through something with very small holes in it in order to separate the solid part from the liquid part.

	2
	Boil
	To be mixed with hot water and become ready to drink.

	3
	Pour
	To put food in a liquid and leave it for some time so that it comes soft and flavoured the liquid.

	4
	Strain
	To make a liquid or other substance, flow from a container in a continuous stream, especially by holding the container at an angle.

	5
	Steep
	 It heats to the point where it forms bubbles and turns to steam or vapour.


              Key: 1-b; 2-e; 3-d; 4-a; 5-c.

     T:  Put the lines of this text in the correct order and you will know how to make a good cup of tea. 

1 tea infuser or teapot. Pour freshly boiled water
2 or by straining the tea while serving. The strength of the tea should be varied.
3 from tea to tea, but one basic recipe maybe one slightly heaped teaspoon of tea for each teacup of water. The best temperature for brewing depends on its type.
4 over the leaves. After a few minutes the leaves are usually removed again, either by removing the infuser
5 by changing the amount of tea leaves used, not by changing the steeping time .The amount of the water differ
6 Put loose tea leaves in a 

                 Key: 6, 1, 2, 5, 3.

 (Students read the text in turn like a “Snowball” game and translate them).

               T: What special rules of making tea should you take into account?
               S1: To use freshly boiled water.
               S2: The strength of tea depends on the amount of tealeaves.
           S3: Tea tastes magical when we take slightly heaped teaspoon of tea for each teacup of water.

               2. CULTURAL CORNER 
     T: To my mind, everyone should know and learn the culture of other people if this person pretends to be educated. Now we will play the game “Do you believe me?”
(The teacher gives one card for two students sitting on the same desk. One of them reads   the card and asks, “Do you believe me?” His partner answers and uses the sentences on the screen).


	               Definitely

	             I am afraid not

	               Most likely

	            I hold a different view

	        I hope so. Yes, that`s true.

	                     Not for the world

	        Without doubt, I believe you.   

	                 Nonsense.



          
CARD 1
 Tibetans drink tea with milk or yak butter and salt. (True)
CARD 2
  In Italy, tea is commonly served with ginger. (False)
CADR 3
 The flavour of the tea can also be altered by pouring it from different heights. (True)
CARD 4
  People on Mali drink gunpowder tea, strong like death. (True)
CARD 5
  Switzerland has its own unique blend of iced tea, made with the basic ingredients of like lemon juice, mint, alp herbs, and alcohol. (False)
CARD 6
 In America, no one consumes ice-tea. (False)
CARD 7
 In India tea is made with the addition of milk with spices and served biscuits dipped in the tea and eaten before consuming the tea. (True)

               T: Do you believe me that British people and their guests like a cream tea?
Find the extra word in each line and you will know more about the cream tea.

1 _____ A cream tea is very popular among most of
2 _____ tourists. There are being teashops all over
3 _____ the country .When you order a cream tea, you will be
4 _____ get a pot of English tea, some many scones
5 _____ sour milk and many sugar, some butter
6 _____ and a large dishes of strawberry jam 
7 _____ and thick cream .Once your teacup is a lot of full 
8 _____ you cut open your scone , put such lot of 
9 _____ butter on each other half, then add 
10 ____ many strawberry jam and finish it off
11 ____ with so a large portion of cream on top

         Key: 1-of; 2-being; 3-be; 4-many; 5- many; 6-a; 7-a lot of; 8- such; 9- other; 10-many; 11-so.
 
      3. READING
      Pre-reading
      T: Would you like to go to the country where tea is grown? Local people may open the magical properties of it. You can see the world map on the screen. In what countries do you think tea is grown?
(Students give answers).

     While reading
      T: Read and translate the words before the test. Mind that there is an odd word there. Fill in the blanks with the proper words and find an odd word .You must use each word only once.

Daily/ discovered/ first/ fresh/ grown/ introduced/ island/ late/ leaves/ legend/ market/ millennia/ published/ seeds/ trade/ under.

       According to (1) ___ tea has been known in China since about 2700 B.C. For (2) ___ it was a medicinal beverage obtained by boiling fresh (3) ___in water, but around the 3rd century A.D. it became a (4) ___ drink, and tea cultivation and processing began. The first (5) ___account of methods of planting, processing and drinking came in 350 A.D. Around 800 the first (6) ___ were brought to Japan, where cultivation became established by the 13th century. The Chinese from Amoy brought tea cultivation to the (7) ___ of Taiwan in 1810. Tea cultivation in Japan began (8) ___the Dutch, who brought seeds, workers and implements from China in 1833.
       In 1824 tea plants were (9) ___in the hills along the frontier between Burma and the Indian state of Assam. The British (10) ___tea culture into India in 1836 and into Ceylon in 1867. At (11) ___they used seeds from China, but later seeds from the Assam plant were used.
       The Dutch East India Company carried the first consignment of China tea to Europe in 1610. In 1669, the English East India Company brought China tea from ports in Java to the London (12) ___. Later, teas (13) ___ on British estates in India and Ceylon reached mincing Lane, the centre of the tea (14) ___ in London. By the (15)___ 19th and early 20th centuries, tea growing had spread to Russian Georgia , Sumatra and Iran and extended to non-Asian countries such as Napal, Kenya, Congo, Tanzania to Argentina, Brazil and Peru to Queensland in Australia.
 
         Key: (1) legend  (2) millennia  (3) leaves  (4) daily  (5)published  (6) seeds  (7) island  (8) under  (9) discovered  (10) introduced  (11) first  (12) market  (13) grown  (14) trade  (15) late. The odd word is fresh.

         After-reading
        T: What countries are tea plants native to? What country was the first to have tea? What century was tea imported to Europe?    

        4. LISTENING
         While listening
         T: Listen to what four people say about tea. What job does each person do? Call the name of the correct job from the list next to each person. There are two jobs you don`t need to use.

LINGUIST         DOCTOR         BIOLOGIST       FARMER      HISTORIAN     ECONOMIST

1. Tea contains a large number of potentially bioactive chemicals. It has been suggested that green and black tea may protect against cancer. Some element found in green tea is more effective in preventing obesity – related cancers such as liver and colorectal white both green and black may protect again cardiovascular disease. 

2. The word tea came from Chinese dialects. They pronounced it as cha, te, ta. These two pronunciations of the Chinese word for tea have made their separate ways into other languages around the world. Modern name of it is te, teo, tee, the, tie, tsai, te.

3. Camellia sinensis is an evergreen plant that grows in tropical and subtropical climates. Tea plants are propagated from seed and by cutting. It takes about 4 to 12 years for a tea plant to bear seed and about 3 years before a new plant is ready for harvesting. Tea plants require at least 127 cm of rainfall a year and prefer acidic soils. Buds and leaves are called flushes. There are six types of tea such as white, yellow, green, oolong, black and post-fermented one.

4.  Tea is made at social events such as afternoon tea and the tea party. Chinese and Japanese tea ceremonies employ traditional techniques and ritualized protocol of brewing and serving tea for enjoyment in a refined setting. In Arab, culture tea is a local point for social gatherings.

       Key: 1-doctor; 2-linguist; 3-biologist; 4-historian.

       T: Arrange these headings for the parts of the articles in the proper order. There are two headings you don`t need.

A. THE ORIGIN OF THE TEA
B. CUSTOMARY GOOD MANNER                                                                                    
C. MEDICAL PROPERTIES   
D. THE MOST CONSUMED BEVERAGE
E. EVERGREEN PLANTS
F. THE CULTURE OF GROWING

Key: 1-C; 2-A; 3-F; 4-B.

After-reading
T: Choose one parts of the article you are going to retell. Do it briefly. 
Convert them into indirect speech. Use the heading and the profession of the author in your answer. 
Possible answer: The linguist from the article “THE ORIGIN OF TEA” said that the word tea had come from Chinese dialects and those two pronunciations had made their separate ways into other languages.

       5.SPEAKING                                           
            GROUP WORK
            T: Let us divide the class into three groups. Each group will get a task to prepare a report to the rest of the class.
Group 1
            T: List the reasons why tea is a magical beverage.
             Possible answer:  
            It is a healthy beverage.  
            It has some medical properties and people want to live longer.
            It cools us up, especially in the morning. 
            It is an aromatic and tonic beverage. It attracts me with its flavour.
            We can drink it all day round and we are not afraid of being fat.
             It is a beverage of gods.
 Group 2
             T: List the reasons why people like to arrange different tea parties, ceremonies. 
              Possible answer:
             It is a good way to speak at the round table and share your minds.
             It is a good way to get warm when it is rainy or frosty.
             We like to follow different traditions and ceremonies. They are full of
   magic and mysteries.
             It gives me possibility to sit, calm myself and think over something important.
            Tea will never bother you because there are many ways of preparing it and so                         different additives and flavoring.      
  Group 3
             T: Write an advertisement of tea.
             Possible variant:
           Are you concerned about your health? Do you feel like living for a long time? Do you suffer from obesity? Then drop in our supermarket and buy this magical green tea with flavoring of jasmine, ginger, and Tibetan herbs. Don’t hesitate! Tea is of high quality!

             III. SUMMING UP/ HOME ASSIGNMENT
            T: Dear children! You have worked well today.Your hometask for the next lesson is to write a composition about  a tea party in your family. 
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